Business Air News

First news
from NBAA

PAGES 3,9,24

Pilatus reveal
PC-12 ‘Combi’
turboprop

PAGES 5,6

How old is

your aircraft?
PAGES 13,14

Will London’s
main airports
soon close for

business?
PAGES 15,16

On-board
telephones
use satellite
technology

PAGE 22

Can you buy
time to
breathe?

PAGE 21

BAe launch
long-range
125-1000

PAGES 7.8

ISSUE 1

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 1989

‘Inflexible Linate’

MILAN: Twelve members of a
newly-formed Association rep-
resenting business aircraft
operators in Italy report that
they have taken legal action in
defence of their right of access
to Milan-Linate airport.

Operators at Linate have been
waging a political campaign
against what they see as “inflexibil-
ity” on the part of the airport
authority since restrictions were
imposed on business traffic there in
1988. Their legal action, which
commenced on July 18th 1989, is
against the D.C.A. (Direzione
Circoscrizionale Aeroportuale) —
the airport authority - which
answers to the Italian aviation
authority, the D.G.A.C. In it the
operators claim that there is no
legal basis for the restrictions
imposed.

A spokesman for Linate Airport
told EBAN: “General aviation has
had a very strong development, but
it has been fixed a quota by the
Italian Transports Minister,
because at Linate airport, there’s
only one runway for taking-off and
landing and the use of this runway
is just overloaded, since we have
more than 30 movements/hour and
more than 350 movements every
day.”

Now the [.LB.A.A. (Ttalian Busi-
ness Aircraft Association) has
taken the issue on board as one of
its first and most erucial concerns.

Four founder companies -—
Aeronardi, Air Capitol, Editoriale
Domus and IAM Rinaldo Piaggio
SPA — joined together on 6th July
1989 to form the LB.AA., and
immediately pledged themselves to
two main objectives: Firstly to
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Cessna set ght§ on

first-time jet buyers

Cessna Aircraft Company used
NBAA Atlanta to stage the
launch of a new ‘entry-level’ jet
— the latest addition to its Cita-
tion range.

Dubbed the CitationJet, it will be
in direct competition with the
Swearingen/Jaffe SJ30.

CitationJet will be aimed primar-
ily at operators choosing jets for the
first time and will meet a demand
which Cessna estimate to be for up
to 1,000 aireraft over the next 10
years.

The six-passenger capacity fanjet
will carry four passengers and one
crew up to 1,500nm and will succeed

the original Citation 500 and its
replacement, the Citation I. Almost
700 of these aircraft were produced
between 1972 and 1985.

In announcing the new jet,
Cessna’s senior vice president of
marketing, Roy H. Norris, said,
“There is clearly a substantial
market for a new-technology,
entry-level jet, including more than
13,000 companies that currently
operate cabin class piston aircraft,
turboprops and older jets.

“Cessna has traditionally domi-
nated this segment of the market
as a result of sensible, straightfor-
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users take action

increase public awareness that the
use of business aircraft is beneficial
to the economy, and secondly to
help resolve operational difficulties
faced by its members in Italy —such
as those at Milan-Linate.

Mr. Vittorio Sacchi of Aeronardi
told EBAN of the series of events
which led up to the recent court
action:

Flight delays

During the seasonal summer
peak in traffic in 1988, the airport
was one of many in Europe which
experienced substantial delays to
commercial flights. The Italian
press and public became vigorous
in their demands for action to
relieve these delays. The aviation
authorities also came under
increasing pressure from the
airlines to take action.

Restricted movements

Faced with growing delays, the
airport authority decided that the
problem was caused partly by a
shortage of parking space for airlin-
ers, and that the solution was to
restrict the numbers of movements
per hour. Despite the fact that busi-
ness aircraft parking had not been
a difficulty, they also decided that
increasing numbers of business
flights had contributed to the
congestion due to their slower
approach speeds. Their movements
at Linate were limited on weekdays
to six per hour between 0700 and
2200 hours local time. Commercial
operators were allocated 26 move-
ments, to make an hourly total of
32,

Feliciano Lasagni, the LB.A.A.
secretary, told EBAN, “We feel that
it is unfair to restrict business
flights because of limited parking
space for airliners, when general
aviation aircraft do not cause any
parking problems at all!”

Responsibility for the allocation
of slots was given to the air traffic
control service, who were able to
allow more than six movements to
business aviation on those occa-
sions when the airlines had no need
of them,

At this stage, says Mr Saechi of
Aeronardi, the situation was
difficult, but certainly tolerable.

However, on the 10th June 1989,
the responsibility for slot allocation
was taken away from the ATC
service by the D.C.A., who had
decided to administer the system
themselves.

Since that time, the D.C.A. has
adhered rigidly to the six per hour
limit on business flights, regardless
of any unused commercial slots. To
further compound the problem,
slots which are allocated and then
cancelled cannot be reallocated to
another aircraft.

continued on page 2.
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Euralair order
competing
light jets

ATLANTA: Euralair, the Paris-
based charter operator has
announced orders at NBAA for
two each of both the Cessna
CitationJet and Swearingen/
Jaffe SJ30.

Euralair president Alexander
Couvelaire told EBAN that the
choice of CitationJets was natural
because the company fleet already
includes Citation Is.

French certification of the
CitationJet is expected to be
achieved in time for deliveries

towards the end of 1993. By then
around forty of the type should
already be in service with other
operators.
Common engines

Euralair face a slightly longer
wait for the delivery of the SJ30’s,
which is expected to be during 1994,
The decision to buy Swearingen/
Jaffe model (at approximately
$2.35 million each) as well as its
Cessna rival reflects Couvelaire's
admiration for the Williams F.J44
engine, which is common to both

types.
The four new aircraft will join a
Euralair business fleet which

currently consists of ten aircraft
operating from Le Bourget, Paris.

Euralair have recently also
announced a major expansion plan
in their passenger charter opera-
tions, and placed orders for five
Boeing 737-500, three Airbus
A330s and three A321s.

Cessna reported that some 20
orders for CitationJet had been
taken at NBAA on the first day
alone.
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